
in Contemporory Indio



Women EmPowerment in
Contemporary India

Editors

Dr. Nidhi Mishra

Assistant Professor, Department of English

Oov;nd Sarang Govt. Law College, Bhalapara, Chhattisgarh

Dr' Lslira K' Sharlbs

Ass;statt Professor, D€pa(ment of Commerce

Guru Nanak KbalsaGirls College, SangDhesian, Coraya'

Jalandhar, Punjab

Innovative Research Publications



First Edition February 2022

This book or any part thor€ofmay not be reproduced in any form without the written permissron

ofthe publisher. Publisher's Disclaim€r: Due care has been laken while publishing this boqk, bui

the Author, Publisher; Printers are not responsible in any manner for any mistake that may have

;nadverlently crcpf in.

AII rights reserved. No pan ofthis book may be reprinl€d or reprcduced or utilized in any form

or by any eleclronic, mechanical, or other means, now knorrn or hereafter invenled, including
photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval system without
permission in wr;ting from the publisherc.

Any comments or suggestions should be senl to the author and no other place including publio

domain.

ISBN: 978-93-91708-20-7

Price: Rs.750A

Published by:
lnnovative Research Publications
c -3 culmohar Colony
Bhopal - 462039 (Madhya Pradesh)

Web: http://www.excelpublicalions.in
Email: info@excelpublications.in
Ph.No. : +91-900-929- l 840

::;.



CONTENTS

', No. ChaPter Title/Author

ou 0ne : Violence against Women

Page No.

Tl.

Sant

(.lhtlplot I Older Women b India: Problems An'l llealth concerns 1-13

Dt Y YidhYa & Dr'A Batu)in Vino

(lhiplel 2 Domcstic Violence In ln'lia Against Woman With Specisl 14-23

Reference To Covi'119 Pandemic: A Critical Study

Ramshankor Yama

(lhlltcr3 Domestic Violence agaitrst Women in India and Its 24-27

Eradication

Yinar Ptubha Mnj

('h plcr 4 Genaler Violence itr Indian Society: A Sludy

Dr' Abh asha Saini

('hltptcf 5 IPC Crimes against Women in ltrdia

Dr' Bhawani Prasad Yadaw

( htrpter 6 Status ofwomen in India

Kajal blla

Chnpler ? [conomic Issues ofWomen in India

28-32

33-39

40-42

43-41

Anuradha Diu'an

Scction Two: Women Empowerment: A Present Scenario in India

chapter 8 wom€n EmPowerment in lndia: Problems and Prospects 48'52

Dr. Anshumala Chanilangar & Ankit Dhote



Chapter 9

Chapter l0

Women Empowermentr Probl€ris in the Way olWomen

Empowerment in India

Dhanesh Ran Sinha

Envisaging Legislative and Legal M€asures iD National

Policy of Women Empowerment

Usha Yadu

Women Empowerment in India: A Pr€s€nt Scehldo

Dr. Rita Diu)an

'Women Empowerment in Indiar A Way Forward

Dr. Anshunala Chandangar & Rahul Tanejo

Women Empowerment in lndia

Dr. Budheshwal tuasad Singtuaul & Dr. Vanita Kumari

Soni

Chapter I I

Chapter | 2

Chapter | 3

63-67

68-73

Chapter 14 women Empowerment in India (special R€ference

Government & Non Government Schemes)

Dr. B.N. Jaisv,al

Section Three : Feminism

6 83-92

chapter 15

Chapler | 6

Chapter i7

(Re) Location of the Self: A Study of Laxmi

Sketches from Life

Dr kati Sharma

Feminism and Women f,mpowerment

Hen Kunari Patel

Rise oflndian Femirism

AbhUa) saini & Aditi Saini

Bai Titak's 93-99

100- r 03

104- t08



Chapter 26 Women's Role in Environment Conservation in India

Dr. f'arshilYa Sahu

Chapter 27 Bridging the Cend€r Gap in litrvironment Conservttion 
'tt- "g

Dr- Parwali Patel

Chapter 28 Role of Banking and Women Empowermen'

Dr. Anamiko Tiwai & Gosala Raju

Chapter 29 12th Five Year Plan and Economic Developmcnt of

Women: An Overview

Dr' Manoj Sharna

Section Six: Women Empowerment : Education & Democracy

Chapter 30 trducation And G€nder Inclusion: UndeBtanditg Schooling 188-195

Proc€sses

Dr Nishtu Rana

Chapter 31 women Empow€rment thorough National Education Policv 196-199

2020

Ptnina Kaushik

Chapter 32 Wom€n Empowermenl throrgh P'nchayat

Issues and Challenges

Dr. A L. Dhrutanshi

Chapter 33 Repretentatott ofwomen i Democratic Process

Dr. Madhur Veena Baxla

Chapter 34 Street Children In India

Dr. Rita Diwan

Chapter 35 Natiodal Policy for tbe Women : Atr Overview

Dr. A. L. DhnMahshi

170-114

t79-182

183-r87

System: 200'202

203-20'7

208-211

2t2-218



ttbolt 18 million strcet childrcn in India, Ea ier when ,he rcsearch on the ter,rl

childrcn" just began thk term include,l erery child trho wo ed on lhe street, Their

,ulnembilitiet requirc speci/ic legislation and attention fron the goye ment and

ABSTRACT

Street childre are the small chiklran vho liw and suniw on streets- Thev are the onet

were tbmdonetl ot werc abducted or theJ Jlee fton the hones Tltey t&e lh.
ftsponsibilil! of ca ng Jor thedselws incluling i'o ing anl ptute.ling themselws

CHAPTER 34

STREET CHILDREN IN INDIA

Dr. Rita Diwan

Ass;stant Professor, Department of Sociology

Covind Sarang Govt. Law College Bhatapara, Chbattisgarh

just began this term included every child who worked on lhe str€et. Mark W. Lusk, a

ofslreer children deleloped four caregories ofsrrcet childrcn: -

. Children who work on street but return to their home ar night.

. Children who work on streets but whose family ti€s arc fading.

. Children who live and work on road with their families.

oryonizations to impress the most vulnetuble gtuup of childrcn in Inlia
UNICEF, the! need to be understoo.l os much as possible. As the most vulhe lble

childrcn in India acco ing to UNICE4 theJ need to be unde6tood $ much (s possibte

Kerwo -Strcet, Childrcn, Prcblem

I.O INTRODUCTION

Street children are lhe small children who live and survive on sireels. They are the

who w€re abandoned or were abducted or they flee from th€ir homes. They lake the

responsibiliry of caring for thems€lves including working and prolecling rhemsehes There

about l8 million sfe€t children in Ind'a. Earlier when the rcsearch on the tem "street chi



. Children who work and live on theirown on streets.

Out ofthe 50,000 peopte in India lhat are ofi,jcia y reported of leaving home annua y
rlmost 45% are below 16- Various slrldies aboui srree. children in differenr cities oftndia. It has

been found thal in late I980s for their inslance lhere were about 100,00 srreet children in KolkaB
and Mumbai. The overall esrimare ofstreg\ chitdren in India ranges from 400,000-800,000. The
age ofmosl oflhe srreer children are over 6 and majorjty over 8. The mean ag€ ofstreei chitoren
by the National Instirute of Urban Affa;rs study in l9B9 was tound i3 years. Another study in
1989 by UNICEF was found to be 72 percent ofsrreet chitdren were ofage 6 12 and 13 percenr

were under 6 years ofa8e.

2.0 PROBLEM FACED BY STREET CHILDREN

Working condirions ofrhe slreet children are very poor s they offen have to work in ure

informal secior, which is unregutated by the govemmenl. In Mumbai 50,000 children are

illegaily employed by I1,750 horels, restaura.ts, canreens! etc. Most ofihe streer children work
8-10 hours each day in their economic actjvities. The str€et chitdren ar€ ofien exploited by rhe

employers due to their lack ofprorecrion from the famity and rhe law.

The educarion ofstreet chitdren is very poor. A srudy in Mumbai about slreet chitdr€n rn
1989 was found that 54.5 percenr ofchildren have never been enrolled in school and 66 perceni
ofchildren were illiterate. In study of2004 about srreet children conducted in Mumbai reveat€d

that 60 percent ofthe children had n€ver aflended schoot and approximately two th;rd offiem
are illiterate. 30 percenr had b€en ro etemenrary school, lO percent of children had been ro
middle or high school. The sludy of2004 also said that many oflhe ch;tdren who ran away fiom
their hone because th€y didn,i wanl to work hard or didn't wanled to study.

Street children also face additjonal vulnerab;tity because oftheir tack oflhe access ofthe
nutritious food, proper sanitation and m€dical care. Many str€et childrcn in India depend on tne

lefiovers from lhe small rcstauranls or horels or garbage bins. In the srudy of 1990 of streer

children irl Mumbai, 62.5 percent of children obtajned food from hotets. Lack of sanitation rn

bathing, toilets, and water also contributes to their poor heatth. It was found in a study rhai 29.6
percent ofchildren reporred bathjng in rhe sea and I I.5 percent reported bathing jn pip€s we s

and canals. These children have to pur thejr naked bodies betore during and afte. the bathir8.
Due 1o which they lack ofmodesty. tt is atso d€monsrrated the fact ihat 26.4 percenl children use
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roadside or railway track as theirtoilel lhis happens due to lack ofrcstroon Around 69 1

cbildren ask restaurants or hotels for $ater and 15.6 use pipes or qaler laps'

They atso lack ofmedical fac;lities especially ;n time of injury and illness Other studies fi

rhat many illnesses are very prevalent among slreel chitdren- Study conducted in 2002 in

that six in every 554 street children from age 4 to 14 were founded HIV positive ln

Basti. 98% ofstreet children have dental cris;s. Dur;ng winter due 1o rhe lack ofw;nter c

tbey make them more vulnerable due to illness.

Street children in India are exposed to abuse and extonion ln 200? the iate ofchild

increased to nearly 8000. An Indian Covemment study in 2007 stated that 2 oul of

children are physicaily abused in India and almost 50% of neadv 12,000 are sexually

Studies are stated lhat 7,200 children, including infants are raped every year in India

sovemment also refuses comment on ihese serial abus€s They ar€ tonured due to lack adull

protect tbem and lhey don't have any social status they are physicallv threatened and inti

by adutts. The street chitdren are also abused by the Indian Police Police arrest slreet chr

under the Vagrancy act, having no formal way to appeal their arrest Under a govemme

sponsored programme caked "Operation Beggal'street children in Mumbai were round€d r

and given into what was esseni;ally indebted sewitude.

3.0 LAWS MADE FOR STREET CHILDREN

. The Juvenile Justic€ (Care and Protect;on ofchildren) Act' 2015

The Juvenile iustice Act 2015 received presidential assent on December 31,201

repealed and replaced a 2000 acl by the name. In Seplember 2016' the governm€nt issued

Juvenile Justice Model rules, 20I 6, to set out some proc€dures for implementing the act The 1

deals wilh two categories ofchildren:

. Commissions for Proteclion ofCh;ld Rights (CPCR)' 2005

The National Comm;ssion for protection of child rights (NCPCR) was set up In

200? under lhe commissions for protection of ch;ld rigbts (CPCR) act, 2005 Th€ NCPCR i

under the Ministry of Women and Child Developmenl ensures that all Programmes'

Administrative Mechanics are in consonance with the Child Righls enshrined in the Constitutr

oflndia.

. Those who are in conflict with the law (CICL)

. Those who are in need care and protection (CNCP)
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. Protedion ofchildren from Sexuat

Otrences Act (POCSO), 2012

The Protection of Chitdren fiom Sexual Off€nces Act (POCSO) 2012, and rhe rutes
fram€d under the act establish to protect children from sexual assault, sexual harassment, and
pornography and provide for rhe esrabtishment ofspecial courts for the rrajt ofsuch offences.
Suggestion

Proper education is the most important factor which can change the life of a street
children free govemment schools can provide them a two_course nutritious meal a day througn
which they will get a proper nutrition. covernment can arso provide schorarship to those street
children who are excellent at strdi€s and might do somerhing good for rhemselves and for urc
country. They shonld also be povided with shelter where they can live and proper sanitation and
bathing facilit;es should be provided to rhem wirh rhe facitities ofctean drinking warer accessibte
to them through raps. Adopting sreet chitdren wi give them a future which they deserve.

Conclusion

Their many vulnerabilities require sp€cific legislation and attention from the govemment
and olher organizations to impress the most vulnerabte group ofchildren in India according to
UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possjble. As the most vutnerabte group of
child;en in Indiaaccording to LNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible.
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I.0 INTRODUCTION
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; ff :'j"l,,,,il: nffi:";":i:1".il:il il ilffi ;;:*,',*,0,
^o: 

share of probrems #;ril:"*-hrcal locarions ln ,. , 
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ii. Inadeguate Education System
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The education system oftndia r. t,
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ilT:.,"""T"]1.,"1,*,.,upoatjng of reachers, qrut;,, _nr*,.i-Jn,,,."rron, 
and lack , *. 
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educationsystemredundant'ManyruralchildrenleaveschoolearlyinPrimarystage'

Students have innate fear of Mathematics' scienoe and English subject' The situation of

English subject related teaching leamiog is pathetic Higher education quality is far from

satisfactory. Students are being chumed out with theoretical knowledge-

iii. The Problern ofBasic Sanitation

Sanitation is another persistent problem in lndia There are about 7oo million people

who have no access to toilets at home Slum areas do not have toilets- People are thus forced

to defecale in lhe open, which causes numerous diseases like diarrhea' choler4 dehydration

etc. Many rural schools also have no toilets, because of which parents do not send their kids'

especially girts, to school. To tackle this social problem' our honourable Prime Minister has

started 'swatcha Bharat Abhiyaan' The aim is to build 12 million toilets in first 5 years

acrossthecouhtry'sanitation,solidwasrcmanagement.anddrainagecon|inuetopose

challenges in lndta.

iv, Lack ofProP€r H€althcare Syst€m

h is highly unfortunate that even after so many years' lndia lag's behind ih healthcare

faoility. People do not have access to betier healthcare facililies ln further categonzatlon'

uomen have less access to medical facilities Among total popllation' rural Population have

leastaccesstohealthcaresystem'ltisestimatedabout50%ofallvillagershavenoaccessto

healthcare providers; lnfant Mortality Rate (lMR) is 34 per l0OO live births; lack ofnutrihon

caused stunning gro$'th in 50% of all the babies' and 360lo people in lndia have no access to

toilets.

v. Pov€rfy

Even after so many yeats of Independence' poverty exists in the country' A dismal

number ofpeopl6live below poverty line Though the BPL popularion declined from 37yo in

2oo4-2oo5ro22%in2ol1-12(PlanningcommissionReport20ll),ln20]l|.12,2T/oofthe

population (one in five Indians) lived in exheme poverty (Planning Commission Report

2011). This figure is expected to decline to 5Lby 2022' as per World Poverty Clock

estimate. lt is estirnated lhat about 8Oo% ofthe poor reside in rural areas The BIMARU states
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and other states like Orissa, Chhatlisgarh, Jharkhand consists of highest number of BPL

population. Among the poor populatior, if turther categorized, SC and ST make 43% oflhe poor

(World BaDk Report 2016). Unfofunately, despite several govenment measures, poverty cannot

be aileviated from the country.

vi. Gendered Viol€nce

Indian women have been rampantly suflering violence by males. This violence cam be in

any types and forms. Domestic violence by husband, father or brother. Lynching or mutilatiog by

in laws or husband. There are cases of do\,vry deaths, female infanticide, discrimination in the

society for being women. Rape& sexual assault, serual harassmenl by the known or unknown

person to the victim. This g€ndered violence occurs because women lack autonomy, doesn't

have financial independence or because they are uneducated and illiterate. Gendered violence

also occurs because women do not get support fiom their parental family, society or law

agencres.

vii. RiseofUnemployment

Unemployment is yet another social issue plaguing our country. Recently, As per the

2018 data. the rate of unemployment has increased to 3.53yo from 3.52yo in 2017 (GoI Report

2018). It us not a good indicator that unemployment is incrmsing in the country. If people

especially youths are unable to find job oppoiunities, it may lead to social malad;es in the

society. Social evils like theft, robbery, murder, looting etc will increase. Unemployment occurs

due to lack ofadequate education and skills. It also seems tbat education system of the country

is inadequate to cape v,/ith global competency. Unemployment also occurs due to poverty and

lack ofwill.

viii. ' Agricultural R.lated Problem

Agriculture sector is the back bone of our country. s per the India economic survey 2018,

the estimated data states that the perc€ntage of agricultural \rorkers in the total workforce is

likely to drop up to 25.72 by 2050 from 59.2yo in 2001. Despite being major sector, the growth

ofagriculture has not been phenomenal as other sectors. Agriculture sector suffers fiom various

drawbacks such as lack ofmechanization, high dependence on monsoon syslem, seasonal labor,

unpaid labour. unstructured wage syster4 apathy from the govemment.



ix, Crowing polution
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Due to many complex and cofirpound problemg India is facing loss ofbiodiversity. Thinloss ofthe ecosystem ofihe country in world

rhe country in word 25 b,or,""."n, n"oo.,J io].l;::::ffi":,J;"^::T, ffi;j:T::these two are in Indian subconrinent the Easi
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re thing comnon bctwcen borh tbe,pe ofproblems is strict implementation of law made by
lllq govomnlnt and secondly, williDgncrs and initiative by the peopte thehseives to endicate
thalo probhms.
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righls. Hot|ewr, the probtem lies in ils sb
thepeople 

'ict inPlementution 
"'rd 

chanSing the mindset of

Kqatnrds: Dutil, Worrren, Empaermefit, Governmenl,,rocieh,

1.0 INTRODUCT-ION

Dalits have been most neglected and downhodden peoplet of Indian socrety. This
exploitation is not a new phenomena but an ancient practic€ of abusing Dalits in the name of. 'Vama System, which later evolved int
shunned and degraded in 

"". """,* ;"::t:"tlr'T; ], ::"1,:::T:ri*:T:T
degradation and abuse as their fare Th

dal, which means to cr-u -.0,n. *"o",1oj,1:.jj"]fl".,:il ;:ilil:j:::t ;"::
broken, ground down by those above them. It also means people who are outside the fourVarna Ashrama system.,. Dalit is nc

experiences , joys and sorrows '', J;,:::;;::"",:T"AJ:J;'::::J:
(D6gle 1992, p 264). Cirsie System has been the chief cause of Dalit woes in the country. Itis because of the dysfunctional Caste System that Dalits have been terrorized for years flgit
ftom their bjfih_ Chakrawrti (2003) explams the detrimental effect ofcaste on Dalits . Caste
rs a system of graded inequality. Caste

rcve.ence and a dissenting sca.le of cori 

are arranged according to an assaiting scale of

caste system comprises a seri& of herertempt"- 

chakravarti (2003) funher exptains "The

sraduarions accordins ro riruar sratus J il,:"J,:;:j1ti""::ffi:T:HT* ;lndia is the application of evaluative _ value-based _ standards in placing particular casres as
. high or low These standards are rooted i
-Hindus...rhe 

notion or .pure r-r, -rir::::ilT::t::tff:::T::r*ri;
ritual terms, that is, which castes could or
sacred rirnctions. But since work ,,a",, 

"ou'o 
not o"*tt sacrilices and worship and other

required to be kept separate. *,, **u*ut 
classified as pure and impure the two were

nts for the elaborate rules lhat govem contact to
ensure the separation behreen the high and the low castes because they were regarded asdefilinC'.





tr

and gender discrimination. She it t.iPly oppressed and supPtessed. Dalit women Poet R'ni

(1998) poignantly sums up the position ofDalit women in lndian society, "Ifthere is any soul in

this country who is subjecled to all kinds of oppression and exploitation' it is the Dalit women

on one side she is oppressed by the caste system' on the other side she is subjugated to gender

oppression and class o.?loitation. She is a Dalii among Dalitj' (Rani 1998' p 2l). A Dalit

woman's existence seems 10 be fatal on account of being a Dalit and a woman being further

debilitated by being utterly poor. The population of Dalit women in India as per the 20ll'

National Censl.ls is 9.79 crore which is 48.59'olo to the total Dalil population irl India. As per the

2oll National census, the total female poputation in India is 58.7 crore ofwhich 16 6870 is

Dalit woman's populalion. Despite being a significant population, Dalit women are plagued by

illiteracy, poverty, malnutrition and violence. Education which is the panacea ofsocio economrc

problems is pathetic amolg Dalit women. Literacy l&tes are lower than the general female

populatiofl in the country. Since Dalit women remain illiterate, they are unable to find dignified

jobs and occupation and thus, remain poor. This has become a vicious circle ofpoveny

Table l: Literacy rete of SC/ST women from 196l to 20ll

\ii-ce The elacationol Slntistics at a Glmce, Gowrnment of Indio, Ministry of Eunmn

Resonrce Da'elopment Burcoa of Planning, Moniloring & Statistics' Nett' Delhi' 2014'

Funher, if we analyze literacy rates ofDalit women in rulal and urban categories, we see

that illiteracy prevails more in rutol areas. Urban Dalit wornen are better oll in education and

lireracy. However, there is substantial diJference in literacy rates among Dalit and Non Dalit

Wom€n population.

Year G€neral Femrle Sc Femrle ST Female

1961 12.95 3.16

1971 18.70 6.44 4.85

l98l 24.42 10.93 8.04

1991 32.17 23.16 14.05

2001 45.15 41.90 28.36

2011 64.60 56.50 49.04



Trbl€ 2: Literrcy rrt€ of Dalit snd Non-Dalit Women Litcracy Rrte (9/o)

Drlit Wom€n Non-Delia Wom€n

Y€er Total Lit€racy
ofDalit

Rurrl Urben Total
Literacy of

Dalit Women

Rural Urbrn

t97 | 6.44 5.06 16.99 18.70 13.08 42 05

l98l 10.91 8.45 23.34 29.45 t7.96 47.82

l99l 23.76 19.45 42.29 39.16 30.62 64.05

2001 41.90 73.84 57.49 53.70 46.58 't2.99

20tr 56.50 52.60 68.60 65.46 54,75 19.92

Source: The E.lucational Statistics at a Gldncq Gorenment o.f Inlitt, Ministry of Eutat
Resource Develolmehl Burc.tu of Plqnning, Monitorihg & Stdlislics, Nev Delhi, 2014

Dal;t women are suffering from grave poverly. As explained earlier they are caught in

a vicious circle of poverty due to laok of education and social debilitating factors. They often

remain jobless or work as unorganized laborers. They work in farms as labors, sweepers,

household servants, maids etc. They are also forced in beggary and prostitution. Altogether,

their economic situation is greatly incapacitating as lheir social condition. According to

Census Report 2001, 50% of the Dalit workforces were landless agricultural laborers,

compared to 26 percent oflhe Non-Dalit workforce. Census report 20ll points out that out

of 13.29 million Dalit women main workers, 8.83 million were reported as agricultural

laborers and 2.33 million as cultivators. 3.93 million Dalit women were also reporfed as

marginal y/orkers. According to The National Sample Survey (NSS, 2014) data on

employment for 200 indicates that more than 60010 of the Dalit workers lived in the rural

areas and they \rere dependen! on the wage employment. The Current Daily Slatus (CDS)

emplo).rnent rate for Dalit female workers in urban areas was 14.0 percent, as compared to

45.8 percent for other households. The Disparities between Dalit women and Non-Dalit

women are reflected in the unemployment rate also. The unemployment rate based on

Current Daily Status (CDS) for Dalit women was about 2.10 percent; as compaled to 1.40

per cent for other Non-Daiit women workers in rural and urban areas.
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Though Indian Govemment has envisaged reservation policy for Dalits but it is not

su{Iicient. Private sector rernains untouched. There is lack of awqreness regarding education

among Dalit women making them remain jobless a.nd poor. Apart from malicious socro

economic conditions, the policies ofthe govemment and its implementation are fuil offlaws.

Thus" making thesepolicies and schemes ineffective.

2.O CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS FOR DALIT WOMEN

Govemment has envrsaged many constitutional safeguards for Datit women.

Goyemment has even made changes in cenain laws to incorporate Dalit women rights.

However, the problem lies in its strict implementation and changing the mindset of the

people. The constitution of India guarant€$ sto all women,equality (Article l4), no

discrimination by the state (Article l5(l)), equaliry ofopportunity (Article 16) and equal pay

for equal work (Article 39(d)). The rights provided by the constitution oflndia towards the

women must be safeguarded and protected. So, that the women can enjoy the fruits ofthe
rights imparted to them for their empowerment-

There are also other laws safeguarding Dalitwomen's interests. Some ofthem are:-

i. Equal Remuneration Act of1976

Equal Remuneration Act of 1976 provides for equal pay to men and y,omen for equal

ii, Hindu Marriage Act of 1955

Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 amended in 1976 provides.the ight for girls to repudiate

a child marriage before atlaining maturity whether the marriage has been consummated or

noL

iii. ,. The M{rriag€ (Amendment) Act,2001

The Marriage (Amendment) Act 2001 amended the Hindu Marriage Act, Special

Mariage Act, Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act, the Code of Criminal Procedure providing

for speedy disposal of applications for maintenance; the ceiling limit for claiming

maintenance has been deleled and a wide discretion has been given to the Magistrate to

award appropriate mintenance.



iv. The lmmorrl Tralfic (Prevention) Act of 1956

The lmmoral Trafiic (Prer€ntion) Act of 1956 as amended and renaned in 1986

makes ihe sexual exploitation of male or femalg a cognizable offence lt is being amended to

decriminalize the prostitules and make the laws rnore stringent against tramckels'

v. Dosry Prohibition Act of l96t

An amendm€nt b.ought in 1984 to the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961 made

\xomen's subjeotion to cruelty a cognizable offence The s€cond amendment brought in 1986

makes the husband or in-laws punishable, if a woman commits suicide within ? years ofher

marriage and it bas been proved thar she has been subjected to cruelty Also a new ctiminal'

offence of'Dotr'ry Death' has been incorporated ih the Indian Penal Code

vi. Child Mrrritge Reslrsinl Actoft976

Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1976 raises the age for marriage of a girl to l8 vears

from I 5 years anal that of a boy io 2 I years and makes offences under this Act cognizable

vii. M€dical Termination Pregnancy Act of197l

Medical Termination Preglancy Act of 1971 legalizes abortion by qualified

professionalonhumanitarianormedicalgrounds'Themaximumpunishmentmaygoupto

lifeimprisonment.heActhasfurlherbeenamendedspecifuingtheplaceandpersons

authorized lo perfom aborhon and provide for penal actions against the unauthorized

pef sons performing abortions

viii, Indecent Repr€sentatiod of Women (Prohibition) Act of 1986 and the

Commission ofSati (Pr€vention) Act' 1987

Indecent RePresentation ofwomen (Prohibition) Act of 1986 and the Commission of

Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987 has been enacted to protect the dignity of\/omen and prevent

violence against them as well as their exploitation

ix, Th€ Protecaion ofWomen frombomestic Violence Act' 2005

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act' 2005 provrdes

effective protection of the ights of \tomen guarante€d undet the Constitution

for more
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provrsions ar€ as forow* 
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Amendment Rules,2016 have been notified in the Gazette of India Extraordinarv on l4th
April,2016.

iv. The Prohibition ofEmploym€nt ,s Manuat Scev€ngers and th€ir Rehabititation
Act, 2013

Elimination of insanitary latrines and manual scavenging as well rehabilitahon of
manual scavengers in altemative occupation has been areas of high priority of the
Covemrnent. To achieve the above objectives, legistative and programmatic intervenoons
have been undertaken from time to time. In order to liberate the manual scavengers fr;m
their traditionar occupation and to provide rehabilitarion to them a Nationar scheme for
Liberation and Rehabilitation of Scavengers (I.{YSLRS) was launched in 1992. The firsr
legislative initiative to eradicate rnanual scavenging was taken with ihe enactrhent of
"Employment of Manual Scavengers and Conskuction of Dry Latrines Crohibition) Act.
1993" under which construction and maintenance ofdry latrines and employment ofpersons
to clean them was prohibited.

4.O SUGGESTIONSANDRECOMMENDATIONS

i' First of arr' it is highry important that Darit women shourd be made aware of rheir
rights and privileges.

ii, Strict implementation ofDalit women protection laws
iii, Quick action by legal authoities regardiog violation ofsuch laws
iv. Strengthening NGO system for empowering Dalit women.
v. More incentives to accentuate Dalit women literacy programmes .

vi. Strict implementation of Dalit resenations in governmenl jobs and opting for backlog
apporntrnents m vacant positions.

vii. Special education schemes forDalit girl child.
viii' Social focus: by the govemment on pertinent probrems Jike caste viorence ano

Domestic violence.

ix' lnstant herp in form of monatary aid, regar aid, basic rehabiritation of Darit women 'n
who are victims ofviolence and abuse.

737
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x. Rehabilitation of Dalit

prostitution

women forced in social evils like beggary and forced

xi Encouraging Dalit women in political Participation'

s.0 coNcLUSION

India is changing so is Indian society Archaic and discriminatory caste system

prevalent in Indian society has lost its relevance Dalit women are imPortanr part of society

andsocietalstructure.Itisnotonlythedutyofgovemmentbita|sothedutyofsocietyto

help Dalits lead a digni{ie'd life Character of a person is not determined by his or her birth

butbyactions'Da|itwomendonotdeservewhattheyha]vegonethroughforcenturieso|d

atrocities. Dalit omen empowerment is the need of the hour'
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ke them gendcl CHAPTER I I

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN INDIAT A PRESENT SCENARIO

Dr. Rita Diwan

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Govind Sarang Covt. Law College Bhataparq Chhattisgarh

Empowetment has been a hot mging topic of debate in almost every conclMe,
tnar,webinar, conferences eti CoyennentJinds this topic fls pieotat in its potic| mo*ing.

tountry in eo .l has been obte to progrcss if the! keep out wonen behind. Eurupeah

antl USA haw been wa! ahend of lnlia to gnnt equal stotus an.l Ehts to women in

counlies. Hovever, in Indiu status of women has been Jluctuating with each advent ol
'or exahple, in Vedic eru y'onen were in beuer olf position than men. In Mughat etu,
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Society and pople perconall! have to underctand that tohen empowement is

It &nnot be neoitlel A societt wherc 
'9omen 

arc neglected and suppressed cnn

progrcss. Thus, r)omen empotterneht is u muui dinensionnl prccess nnd dll the aspects

: Women Empo|'ermenl, Indio, Prcsent Scen$io

INTRODUCTION

Women Empowerment has been a hot raging topic of debate in almost every conclave,

! webinar, conferences erc. Govemment finds this topic as pivotal in its policy mak'ng.

,untry in world has been able to progress if they keep out women behind. European

ies and USA have been way ahead of India to grant equal starus and rights to women in

ounfies. Howev€r, in India status ofwomen has been fluctuatine with each advent ofera.

in Vedic era women were in bener oflposition than men. In Mughal er4 they were

This oppression still continues in the parriarchal society oflndia- Whether it is Hindu



or Mosiim, higher caste or low€r caste, women oppression is universal. Taking cogn

th;s tact, Government oflndia has envisaged new policies and laws to empower women.

has yer to ratify the Optional Protocol of the CEDAW and Narional Acrion

2.0 ENVISAGINC WOMf,N EMPOWERMENT

Equal rights for men and women are enshrined under Anicles 14 ro 16 in the

constitution, wh ich came inro effect on 26 January I 950. ( I )

i Discrimination based on gender is strictly prohibited. Indian women received ul

suffiage during India s independence in t947. tong before sererat Westem

gmnted women the right to vore. India was the second country in modem h;story

a female leader, Ind;ra Candhi, in t966 after another South Asian state, Sri

elected Sirimavo Bandaranaike in 1960.

Our Covernment has understood the importance ofwomen labour and work force.

taken a concerted effort lo ratiry key intemational conventions to end discri

against women. It is a founding member ofthe Intemationat Labour OreanisatioJ

and has mtified 47 conventions and one protocol (2).

ii lt signed the Convention on lhe Elim;narion of All Forms of Discrimination

Women (CEDAW) (3) in the year 1980 and ratified it in t993 wirh some reservati

women, Peace and Securiry. wilhin the country, the Dowry prohibjlion Act, I
the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 have been ena(

criminalise instances ofdowry and domestic vjolence.

iii The government also incr€ased matemity leave liom 12 weeks io 26 weeks

Mar€mily Benefit Ac1 ;n 2017 for rhe privare seclor (J).

iv The Women's Reservation Bill gives 33 per cent reservation for women seats in all
of Indian politics. This is an attempt to increase female political participation.

was first inlroduced on I 2 September I 996 by the Deve Cowda goverrunent.

3.0 SOMf, ACHIEVEMENTS

i Women in India are emerging in all sectors, includjng potirics, business, medicine.

and agriculture. History was made when two female scientists from lhe Indian

ReseaJch Organisation led the country's second lunar mission Ch^ndruya n-2
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incepiion to completion in 20t9. F€rnale leadership for a huge space mission challenged

the Meta narrative lhat rocket science is a profession reserved for men (4)'

i Another mitestone was reached when the Supreme Couf upended the government's

Dosit;on on women sewing as army command€rs in 2020. Women were first ;nducted

into the armed forces in 1992 and have served in a multitude of positions, including

fighter pilots, doclors, nuNes, engineers, signallers, etc While the issue of women

serving in combat roles continues to be a €ontentious one )vorldwide, these are instances

where lndian women have overcome the glass ceiling in the armed forc€s'

India's story on women empowerment is not complete wilhout focusing on grassroots

r initiatives adopted by the govemment and civit society organisadons Tbe federai and

' state sovemments have launched new schemes, policies and progmmme to empower both

urban and rural women. The Narendra Mod; govemment has launched flagship schem€s

tto proro," gender equality, including reri Dachao Beti Paathao (Save the Daughter,

Educate the Daughter), Pradhan Manii Ujju'ala yojana (a scheme to prov;de gas

connections to women from below the povertv line households) and MthTd-t-Had' (5I

The Bachao Beti Padhao yoJrrd scheme was launched ;n January 2015 to address the

issue ofa gender skewed ratio and generate greater welfare for the girl child The focus is

centred mostly on Northern India, including Haryana' Uttar Pradesh, Delhi' Punjab and

iuttarakhand where the gender ratio is wider. The Mahila'EHaat project, an online

marketing campaign, was launched in 2016. It uses technology to support female

gntrepreneurs, self-help groups and non-Sovernment organisalions (NGOS) Each scheme

has ;ts own unique objective, ranging from welfare of lhe girl child and communitv

to supporting aspiring fernale entrepreneurs-

tlere is also lhe United Nations (UN) India Business Forum which has partn€red with

National Institution for Transforming lndia (NITI Aayoe) to set up the UN-lndia

Aayog Invesior Consortium for Women Entrepreneurs to sa€ngthen f€male

ip and create an ecosystem for investments (6).

UES PERSISTINC IN THE CoUNTRY

of adequate €ducation

ofdesired skills
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iv Unemployment

v Violence against women

vi Inellicient governmentmachinery

yii Lack ofstringent laws

riiiGovernmenl apathy

ix Presence ofunawareness among women

r Poor physical and menral heallh ofwomen
xi Cenderdiscrimination

xii Patriarchal society

xiiiLack ofwillingness among women ro changc

s.0 coNcLUStON

Women Empowerment is not a cal€ walk. It is a difficult process. It involves
aspects such as law, society, and personal attitude. covernment laws are not enoush. Soci
people personalty have ro understand thar *omen empowermenr is inevirable. h car
avoided. A society where women are negl€cted and suppiessed can n€ver progress_ Thus,
€mpowerment is a multi dimensional process and allihe aspectsshould be taken care of
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CHAPTER 34

STREtrT CHILDREN IN INDIA
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I.O INTRODUCTION

Street cbildren are lhe small children who live and survive on slreels lhey are the on"

who were aba.doned or w€re' abducted or rhey fl€e from their hon€s They take the full

*.o""",oitry t *'t, 
"r 

themselves includifls wo*;ng and proteding thems€lves There at'

about l8 million srreet children in lndia- Earlrer when the res€arch on fie lerm "street childrent'

iust began this term included ev€ry child who worked on the street Mark W Lusk' a research€r

"f'lr.., 
.ftlfO,"n at"foped four categories ot rreer children: -

. Children who work on street but return to their home at night

. Children who work on stre€ts but *hose familv ties ar€ fading

. Cbildren who live and work on road with their families-
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. Children who work and live ontheir own on streers'

Ou oflhe 50,000 peopte in India that are offciallv reported of leaving home annuallv

ost45o%arebelow16.Variousstudiesaboutstreetchi|drenindifferentcitiesoflndia'|thas

found that in late 1980s for their inslance rhere were about 100'00 street children in Kolkata

Mumbai.Theovera|lestimateofstreetchildreninlndiarangesfro'n400'000-800,000'The

ofmostofthestreetchildrenareover6andmajorityover8'Themeanageofstfeetchildren

the National Institute of Urban Affairs study in 1989 was found 13 years Another study in

989 by UNICEF was found to be 72 percent of street ch;ldren were of age 5-12 and 13 percent

under 6 Years of age

PROBLEM FACED BY STREET CHILDREN

workingconditionsofthestreetchi|drenareverypoorstheyoftenbavetoworkinthe

sector. which is unregulated by the govemment ln Mumbai 50'000 children are

Th.b nn,lll

r{ ll|! o tt
$hc thr llll
!i 'l'h$a Ul
.d 0hlldofi'

r rfifltdu

legally employed by I1,750 holels, restaurants, canteens' etc Most ofthe street children work

-10 hours each dav in their economic activities The street children are often exploited by the

oyers due to their tack of protection ftom the famitv and the law'

The education ofstreet children is very poor' A study in Mumbai about street children in

1989 was found rhat 54.5 p€rcent ofchildren have never be€n enrolled ;n school and 66 percent

ofchildren were illii€rate ln study of2004 about street childr€n conducted in Mumbai revealed

60percentofthechildrenhadneverattendedscboolandapproxima.elytwoihirdofthem

illiterate'30percenthadbeentoe|emenBryschoo|,|0percentofchildrenhadbe€nto

iddle or high school The study of2004 also said that manv ofthe children who ran away from

eh horne because rhey didn\ want to work hard ordidn t wanted lo sludy

Str€et childr€n also face additional vulnerability because oftheir lack ofthe access ofthe

itious food, proper sanitation and medical car€ Many street children in lndia depend on the

rvers frorn the small restaurants or hotels or garbage bins ln the study of 1990 of street

in Munbai. 62.5 perc€nt of children obtained food from hotels Lack of sanitation in

)oor health lt was found in a studv that 29 6
ng, toilets, and water also contdbutes to their F

lnt ofchildren reported bathing in the sea and I l 5 percent repored bathing in pipes wells

canals. These children have to put their naked bodies before during and after the bathing

to which thev lack ofmodesty lt is also demo-nstrated the fact thal26 4 Percent children use
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roadside or railway track as their to;let this happ€ns du€ to lack ofrestroorn Around 69 1 perc'ni

children ask restaurants or hotels for water and 1 5 6 use pipes of water laps'

They also lack ofmedical facililies especially in lime ofinjury and illness Olher siudies founC

that many illnesses are verv pr€varenr among sreet children studv conducled in 2002 ;n Kolkrt

lhatsixinevery554Streetchildlenfromage4to14welefoundedHlVpositive.InBan|C

Bast;,98%ofstreetchildrenhavedentalcris;s-Duringwinterduetoth€lackofwinterclolhin'

lhey maketh€m mor€ vuln€rabl€ ilue 1() illness'

Slreet ch;ldren in India are expos€d to abuse and extonion ln 2007 the rate ofchild abull

increased lo nearly 8000. An lndian Governm€nt sludy in 2007 slaled thal 2 out of every !

cbildren are physically abused in India and almost 50% of nearlv 12'000 are sexually abused'

StudiesarestatedthatT'200children,includinginfanlsar€rapedeveryyearinlndiaand

govemment also refuses comment on these serial abuses They are tortured due to lack adult t0

protect them and they don't ha\'e any social status they are physically ihreatened and intimidat'd

by adults. The street children are also abused bv the Indian Police Police arrest street childr6n

under the Vagrancy act, having no formal wav lo appeal their arrest Under a governmenl

sponsored programme caked "Operation Beggal'sreel children ;n Mumbai were rounded up

and given inro wbat was essentially indebted servtude'

3.0 LAWS MADO FOR STROET CHILDREN

. The Juvenile Jusl;ce (Care and Prolection ofChildren) Act' 2015

The JDv€nile Just;ce Acl 2015 received pr€sidential assent on December 3l' 2015'

rep€aled and replaced a 2000 act bv lhe name ln September 20 1 6' the government Issu€d tn'

Juvenil€JusticeModelruIes,20]6,losetoutsomeprocedurcsforimplementingtheact.Thelaw'

deals w;th two cal€gori€s ofchildren:

. Those who arc in €onfl;ct wilh the law (CICL)

. Those who are in need care and protection (CNCP)

. Commissions for Protection ofCh;ld Rights (CPCR)' 2005

The National Commiss;on for protection of ch;ld rights (NCPCR) was set up in march'

200? under the commissions for prot€ction ot ch;ld riehts (CPCR) act' 2005 Th€ NCPCR is

under the Ministry of Women and Child Development ensures thal all Programmes' and

AdministrativeMechantcsarelnconsonance'viththeCh;ldRighlsenshrinedintheConstifurlon

oflndia.
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. Protect;on ofchildren from Sexual

Ofences Act (POCSO), 2012

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) 2012, and the rutes

framed under the acl establish to protect children from sexual assault, sexual harassment, and

pornography and provide for the esrabtishmenr ofspeciat couns for rhe trait ofsuch offences.

Suggestion

Proper education is the most important factor which can change rhe life of a slreet

children free govemment schools can prov;de them a two-course nutr;tious meal a day through

which they will get a proper nutrit;on. Govemm€nt can also provide scholarship to lhose street

children who are excellenr at studies and might do something good for rhemselves and for me

country. They should also be provided with shetter where they can tive and proper sanitation and

balhing tacilities should be provid€d to them w;th the facitities ofctean drinking water accessibte

to them through taps. Adopting street children wiI give them a future which lbey deserve_

Conclusion

Their many vuln€rabilities require specific legistation and attenrion from the govemment

and other organizalions ro impress the most vulnerable group ofch;ldren in India according to

UNICEF, they need to be undeNrood as much as possibl€. As rhe mosr vulnerabte group of
childrcn ;n India according to UNICEF, they need to b€ understood as much as possibte.
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